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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

Ithacans were among the more than 6 million petitioners who asked the federal government to
declare Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday a national holiday, in tribute to the slain leader’s nonviolent
campaign for human rights and against racism. By the time the holiday was first observed nationally in
1986, 18 years after his death, Ithaca and many other communities were already holding annual birthday
celebrations. In 1982 an Ithaca celebration committee took observances a step further, by founding the
Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Fund of Ithaca, N.Y.

The new group and its board of directors enlisted volunteers from local business, industry,
education, religious and fraternal organizations. The initial plan was to choose two junior-senior high
school students per year to send to a five-day workshop in Atlanta, at the MLK Jr. Center for Nonviolent
Social Change. Later other age groups would be added, other types of recognition were planned, and
workshops would be held to pass along knowledge and experience. Then for six years, the Fund
organized oratory contests for several age levels, which served to explore and publicize MLKing’s ideals.
Finally “Freedom Rides” by bus to Atlanta were co-sponsored for weeklong summer training programs.

No wonder the Scholarship Fund voted to change its name to the Martin Luther King Jr.
Association for Education and Social Change. These files suggest the amounts of time, energy and funds
needed to carry out this ambitious agenda were prodigious, but the Ithaca community owed much to the
participants for exploring methods and devices on the continuing route toward social change.

CONTAINER LIST

Description Folders

The Beginnings

Local Observances of MLK Birthday, 1979-1982 1

Atlanta & Washington MLK Events, 1980-1983 2

Related Clippings 3
Martin Luther King Scholarship Fund of Ithaca, N.Y.

Founding and Incorporation, 1982 4

Coretta Scott King’s Guidelines, 1983, 1988 5
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Martin Luther King Jr. Association for Education and Social Change

Reasons and Procedure for 1989 Name Change

Organization’s Programs:

Scholarship Fund Awards, 1983-85; First Winners
Atlanta Procedures for Scholars
Humanitarian Award, 1984, 1985
Oratory Contests, 1985-1990
Oratory Workshops
Planner’s File, 1990 Contest
Freedom Rides to Atlanta, 1988-1990 (joint sponsor)
Youth Camp Committee (exploratory)

Organizational Matters:

Annual Reports, Early Years, 1982-85

Board Minutes, 1983-84

Board Minutes, 1985-86

Board Minutes, 1987-88

MLK and Allied Community Groups, 1989-90
Board Minutes & Notes on Future Planning, 1990-91
Various Resources

The Participants

Board of Directors Membership

IRS Tax-Exempt Status (not-for-profit)
Gannett Foundation Support
Supporters’ List

Church & Agency Mailing Labels

Co-President’s File
Contents of a 3-ring notebook, filed by its subject tabs

Agenda, Minutes, Atlanta, Birthday

Camp, Executive, Financial, Fundraising

Membership, Non-Violence Seminar, Oratory, Projects

Public Relations, Miscellany

Clipping File

Peace, Environmental and Social Justice Group Directory,
Ithaca and Cortland Area
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