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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

The Scott family can trace its antecedents to East Lyme, Connecticut and to Eugene, Oregon and
Somerset County, Pennsylvania. Ernest Wilbur Scott was born in East Lyme, Connecticut in 1918 and
Marian Cover Scott was born in Lorain, Ohio in 1921. They were married in 1941 in Dearborn,
Michigan and raised their three children in Churchville, New York (Donna Lee, Lynn Carol, and John
Warner, all born in Rochester, NY, in 1944, 1945, and 1948, respectively). Marian was an artist and
homemaker and Wilbur was a vegetable plant breeder and the Vice President of the Joseph Harris Seed
Co., Inc., Rochester, NY. Donna moved to Tompkins County in 1965 to attend graduate school at
Cornell University, then again in 1972 and worked at Cornell University in six different positions,
retiring in 2002 as a Senior Extension Associate in Food Safety Education in the Department of Food
Science. She married Roger A. Kline in 1970 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. She made her homes in the Towns
of Ithaca, then Dryden, and finally, after they divorced in 1986, in the Town of Lansing in a house on
Cayuga Lake. She became involved in numerous community activities, including the First Unitarian
Society of Ithaca; helping to found and run the Lansing Community Library, as well as a lake-water-
level issues group; the Cayuga Bird Club; the Friends of Salt Point Natural Area; the Funeral Consumers
Alliance of the Finger Lakes; and the Town of Lansing Zoning Board of Appeals.

This collection contains mostly letters to and from several members of the Scott family, primarily to
each other. They date from the early 1940s to the second decade of the 21% century. The Scott family
members and their connections were prolific letter writers. Even after the days of email, they still took
pen to paper and wrote extensively to each other, often long, chatty letters covering the news of their
days, their trips, weather, interests, illnesses, their homes, work, their (numerous) pets, family gossip in
general, and so much more. Most of these letters were clearly written for intimate family
communication, and not for posterity. Many are undated, or dated with just a month and day, or simply a
day of the week (“Monday,” “April Fool’s Day,” “May Day,” “8:30 AM” etc.)

Scott Family Collection V-65-5-1


http://www.thehistorycenter.net/
mailto:archives@thehistorycenter.net

They start with letters from the 1940s to and from Marian’s mother, Ruth Cover. They continue with a
large number to and from Marian and Wilbur, and many also to and from Donna Scott, the donor of the
collection. Some of the letters are from Donna Scott’s husband, Roger A. Kline, both during and after
their marriage. Their divorce in 1986 was an amicable one, and their correspondence continued, and he
shared news of his life with a new wife (Betsy) with Donna and her family. These letters offer
exceptional insights into upper-middle class, well-educated White American family life in the late 20"
and early 21% centuries.

The collection also contains non-family materials relating to endeavors Donna Scott was engaged in,
including an unsuccessful attempt to move her house from one location to another, and the Lansing
Community Library, one of Donna’s many community oriented initiatives. Her involvement in the
community took many forms, and her generosity was keenly felt by many.

CONTAINER LIST

Box 1
Contents Folder #

Family genealogical information, mostly compiled by

Donna Scott 1
“Michael Scott Family History — 1835-1960” Loose in box
Letters of Ruth Cover, mother of Marian Cover Scott

(1941- ca. 1947) 2
Marian Scott biographical information 3

Letters to Claire Cover, wife of Marian’s older brother,

Martin Luther Cover, Jr (1944-1945) 4
Letters to Marian from her mother Ruth Harding Cover

(1941-1943) 5
Letters to Marian from her mother Ruth Harding Cover

(1943-1944) 6
East Lyme, Connecticut map (copy), early Scott family home 7

(1856)
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Contents Folder #

Box 2
Letters to Marian Cover Scott from her mother,

Ruth Harding Cover (1944) 8
Letters to Marian Cover Scott from her mother,

Ruth Harding Cover (1945) 9
Letters to Marian Cover Scott from her mother,

Ruth Harding Cover (1946) 10
Letters to Marian Cover Scott from her father,

(1945-1947) 11
Letters to Marian Cover Scott from her mother,

Ruth Harding Cover (1947) 12
Letters to Wilbur Scott from Marian Cover (1940) 13
Box 3
Letters to Wilbur Scott from Marian Cover (1941) 14
Letters to Wilbur Scott from Marian Cover (1941) 15
Letters to Marian Cover from Wilbur Scott (1941) 16
Letters to Marian Cover from Wilbur Scott (1941) 17
Letters to Marian Cover from Wilbur Scott (1941) 18
Letters between Marian Cover and Wilbur Scott

(1940) Copies prepared by their daughter Lynn Scott in 2002) 19
Box 4
Baby Book of Donna Scott (1944) 20
Picture of Donna Scott, John Scott, and Lynn Scott (1948) 21
Letters between Marian Cover Scott and Wilbur Scott (1943-1947) 22
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Contents Folder #

Letters between Marian Cover Scott and Wilbur Scott (1943-1947) 23
Letters to Wilbur and Marian Scott from family members (1960s-1980s) 24
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from various (1960s-1990s) 25
Box 5
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from their children (1967-1980) 26
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Lynn Scott (1960s-1980s) 27
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from their children and grandchildren

(1970s-1990s) 28
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Jay Scott (1960s-1980s) 29
Jay Scott miscellaneous 30
Box 6
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Jay Scott (1960s-1990s) 31
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Jay Scott (1960s-1990s) 32
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Norma Scott (1970s-1980s) 33
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Jeremy and Justin Scott

(1980s-1990s) 34
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from extended family (1960s-1980s) 35
Box 7

Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott and
Roger Kline (1960s-1970s) 36

Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott and
Roger Kline (1970s) 37
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Contents Folder #

Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott and

Roger Kline (1970s- early 1980s) 38
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott and

Roger Kline (1980s) 39
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott (1960s-1990s) 40
Letters to Marian and Wilbur Scott from Donna Scott (1960s-1990s) 41
Box 8
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1971) 42
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1971) 43
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1971) 44
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1972) 45
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1972) 46
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1972) 47
Vietnam War letters from Roger A. Kline (RAK)

to Donna Scott (1972) 48
Box 9

Letters from RAK to Marian and Wilbur Scott
(his parents-in-law) (1967-1986) 49

Letters from RAK to Marian and Wilbur Scott
(his parents-in-law) 50
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Contents

Letters from RAK to Donna Scott Kline (from Boston)
(1972)

Letters from RAK to various Scott family members (1971-1972)

Letters to Roger A. Kline (RAK) during Vietnam War
from various family members

Birthday/Anniversary cards from RAK to Donna Scott Kline

Letters to Donna Scott and other Scott family members
From RAK and Betsy, after 1986 divorce

Photographs (RAK and Donna Scott)

Photographs (RAK during Vietnam War and after)
Box 10
Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from

Marian and Wilbur Scott (1973-1976)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1977)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1978)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1979)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1980)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1981-1982)
Box 11

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1983-1984)
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Contents

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
Marian and Wilbur Scott (1985-1986)

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian and Wilbur Scott (1987-1988)
Letters to Donna Scott from Marian and Wilbur Scott (1989-1990)

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian and Wilbur Scott (1990-1991)

Box 12

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (1992)
Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (1993)
Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (1994-1996)
Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (1997-2001)

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (2002)

Box 13

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (2003-2004)

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (2005-2006)

Letters to Donna Scott from Marian Scott (2007-2010)

Book, 90" birthday party, and Memorial Service for Marian Scott
(d. 2011)

Documents and donations in memory of Marian Cover Scott

Box 14

Letters from Lynn Scott to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline
(RAK) (1976-1981)
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Contents

Letters from Lynn Scott to Donna Scott (1982-1997)
Letters from Lynn Scott to Donna Scott (2000-2014)
Cards from Lynn Scott to Donna Scott

Letters from Donna Scott and Marian Scott to Lynn Scott

Letters of condolences to Donna Scott on the death of Lynn Scott
(7/18/2015)

Letters of condolences to Donna Scott on the death of Lynn Scott
(7/18/2015)

Donations in memory of Lynn Scott

Box 15

Letters to Donna Scott from Jay Scott and family
(many undated, evidence suggests earlier)

Letters to Donna Scott from Jay Scott and family
(many undated, evidence suggests later)

Letters and memorabilia concerning wedding of
Jay Scott and Norma Czarnomski (1975)

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK)
From Jay and Norma Scott

Letters to Donna Scott from Justin Scott and Jeremy Scott
(children of Jay and Norma Scott)

Letters to Donna Scott from extended family and friends

Box 16

Letters to Donna Scott and Roger A. Kline (RAK) from
William and Pat Acker (1975-1978)
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Contents

Letters to Donna Scott and RAK from RAK’s Aunt Rebekah
(ca. 1980)

Letters to Donna Scott and RAK from RAK’s parents
(ca. late 1970s)

Party invitations from Donna Scott and RAK (ca. 1970s-1990s)

Letters to Donna Scott and RAK from Lucy Salter Bray McGrath
(1970s)

Letters, emails, documents re: RAK’s accident, and traumatic brain
Injury (2002)

Letters and documents after RAK’s death (2016)

“Thesis- A Cytophotometric Study of Some Members of the Family
Commelinaceae” — Roger Army Kline — (1969)

Letters to Donna Scott from friends Peter and Pidge (1990s-2000s)

Letters to Donna Scott from Cindy Brown and Emerson Brown
(early 1990s-2000s)

Letters to Donna Scott from Karen Kneedson, Charles Hetzel,
and Carla Hetzel (1976-2021)

Box 17

Letters to Donna Scott from friends (various)

Letters to Donna Scott from friends (various)

Cards to Donna Scott from friends, business associates

Business and legal papers for Donna Scott
(including information on moving her house, ca. 1973)

High Wheel bicycle information

Lansing Community Library information (2007-2009)
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Folder #

94

95
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97
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99

Loose in box

100

101
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103
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105
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108



Contents Folder #

Michigan State University transcripts

(Jay Scott, 1968-1970) 109
Photographs, various family members 110
Sympathy cards for death of cat 111
Partial letters and miscellaneous 112
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