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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 

The records in this box concern the teachers who worked in Ithaca’s public schools.  These 

documents span from the 1840s to the 1960s, but a majority of them were created in the second 

half of the 19th century and the first decades of the 20th.  The earliest records, dating to 1843, 

are petitions addressed to Tompkins County leadership and signed by citizens of Ithaca, asking 

them to consider specific individuals for hire as teachers.  1843 was also the first year that a 

“Teachers Institute,” a two-week professional education program for currently serving and 

prospective teachers, was held in Tompkins County.  These Institutes became yearly events and 

spread throughout New York and to many other states, making Tompkins County an innovator in 

the training of teachers and the professionalization of teaching in the US.  Folders 2 and 3 

contain several documents about Teachers Institutes in the late 19th century, including a 

secretary’s book with detailed programs and attendance lists from Institutes held between 1873 

and 1884.  Folder 4 holds an examination ledger from this era, which shows the exams that 

prospective teachers in Tompkins County were required to take, along with the names and grades 

of test-takers from 1876 to 1886.  Documents from the 20th century include programs from the 

New York State Teacher’s Association (folder 7), a statewide professional organization that 

occasionally held its annual meetings in Ithaca, and an agreement between the Ithaca Teachers 

Association and the Board of Education from 1968 (folder 8), which granted official recognition 

to the ITA and laid out the results of a formal negotiation process regarding salaries, benefits, 

and district labor policy. 
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