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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

In the late 1930s, many in the United States did not support American involvement in the
Second World War. After the first global war of the 20™ century, public sentiment strongly
opposed further conflict, as it had caused significant damage to the economy, social structure,
and the generation of men whose lives were taken by the war. Despite this opposition to entering
another war, the situation in the United States was dire even before the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
The Great Depression threatened to destroy the economy, and the failure to ratify the Treaty of
Versailles weakened the League of Nations’ ability to prevent future conflict. In addition, as
tensions escalated between European nations, Congress passed legislation such as the Neutrality
Act of 1935 and the Lend-Lease Act of 1941 as an attempt to stay out of the conflict while
tangentially supporting the Allies. Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 made it
clear that the United States would have to get involved, and this meant a total war: the United
States would have to draft troops to fight in Europe, mobilize war production, and regulate
civilian cosumption through rations.

This collection gathers materials from the World War 11 era concerning Tompkins
County, from civilian support for the war to local soldiers’ documents. The first item of the
collection is a mobilization plan that was written in 1940 and lists the names, addresses, and
ranks of the Veterans of Foreign Wars members who committed to mobilizing for war. Also
included in the collection are materials produced by the Ithaca-Tompkins County War Council
detailing plans and warnings for such emergencies as blackouts, air raids, and poisonous gases in
the event of a domestic attack. On the financial side, this collection features records of savings
bonds and war loans as well as rations on sugar, fuel, metal, and other commodities.
Communication between soldiers and civilians is another important highlight of the collection,
taking the form of V-Mail, the Servicemen’s Weekly Newsletter, and WHCU radio shows
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discussing news reported by soldiers. Finally, this collection represents the history of American
women’s role in World War 11, particularly in nursing.

CONTAINER LIST

Contents Folder number
Box 1
General World War Il History

Mobilization Plan Finger Lakes Post 961, 1940 1
Newspaper clippings related to Seneca Ordinance Depot, 1940-1945 2
Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, 1942-1945 3
Selective Service Board 496 Rosters, 1942-1945 4
Army-Navy-Marine Corps Insignia, 1943 5
Soldiers’ Guides and Rulebooks, 1944 6
Prisoner of War camp outside Caroline, ND 7
Selective Service Occupational Questionnaire, two registration certificates; ND 8
Japanese Materials, ND 9
Ithaca-Tompkins County War Council
Ithaca-Tompkins County War Council Civilian Protection, 1941-1943 10
Emergency Information — blackouts, air raids, gases; 1942-1943 11
Ithaca-Tompkins County War Council materials, 1943 12
Ithaca-Tompkins County War Council Inventory Forms, 1941-1945 13
Review of Civilian Protections in Tompkins County, 1944 14
War Finances
1% Defense Savings Bond Sold in Tompkins County, 1941 15
2" War Loan, 1943 16
Children’s War Bond contributions, 1943 17
Certificate of Contribution to 4™ War Loan, 1944 18
War Loan Drives, 1944-1945 19
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*See also: Savings bond posters, ND 25

Home Front
Home Front Materials, 1942-1945 20
Miscellaneous War Ration Materials, 1942-1943 21
Vehicle rations, 1942-1945 22
Christmas Gift Campaign, Tompkins County Citizens’ Committee, 1943 23
War production awards, 1944-1945 24
*Savings bond posters, ND 25

Placed in the back of the box to prevent damage to the paper.
“Pumping Shells into Germany” Photograph, ND 26

Placed in the back of the box to prevent damage to the paper.

Box 2
Correspondence
Postcards and letters from Private Robert R. Flynn, 1942-1943 27
Letters from Private Nelson Stillwell to Hetty Townley, 1942-1946 28
See also: Letters and Postcards to Hetty Townley, 1918-1919 in the World War |
Collection (V-3-1-6).
V-Mail Correspondence, 1943-1945 29
Collection of Letters from John Harmon and Joseph Fazio, 1944-1945 30

News and Publications

WHCU Radio Scripts, 1942-1943 31
Servicemen’s Weekly Newsletter, 1943-1946 32
V-Mail Letters to Servicemen’s Weekly Newsletter, 1942-1943 33
V-Mail Letters to Servicemen’s Weekly Newsletter, 1942-1943 34
V-Mail Letters to Servicemen’s Weekly Newsletter, 1943 35
WHAS News Review of 1942, 1943 36
Brooktondale Bugler Christmas Card for Servicemen, 1944 37
Stars and Stripes, 1945 38
“Your Ithaca” Booklet by Ithaca Chamber of Commerce, 1945 39
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Letter to Post-Standard Editor, 1947 40

*See also: Ithaca Journal “History of World War I1,” 1945 46
Local Soldiers

John Smith papers, 1943-1945 41

William “Bill” Baum papers, 1943-1945, 2010 42
Women in World War 11

Women’s Voluntary Services sewing manual, 1942 43

World War 1l Nursing Drive, 1944-1945 44

“Honor Roll” list of Ithaca and Tompkins County Women who served in World War 11,
1950 45
*Ithaca Journal “History of World War I1,” 1945 46

Placed in the back of the box to prevent damage to the paper.

Generous support for updating this collection came from the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
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