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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

The life of Elizabeth Burdick Mulholland (1915-2004) gave Ithacans much to celebrate.
As evidenced in these personal records, she began her community-minded career by
studying local history and early architecture and working as a DeWitt Historical Society
volunteer, served two years (1971-73) as director of the DHS Museum, when she
completed an inventory of the collection, then left to play an active role in the movement
to preserve downtown landmarks. Next she became prime mover in the Circle Greenway,
the 10-mile self-guided walk around the city, created for the 1976 Bicentennial, and was
originator and chief guardian of the Mulholland Wildflower Preserve in Six Mile Gorge,
named in her honor by the City of Ithaca. She was also a grower of historic roses and a
devotee of quiltmaking, using her artistic and organizing talents to share her knowledge
and enthusiasms with the public during her 89-year lifetime.
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Box 1
Beth Mulholland’s Legacies Folder No.

Awards and Recognitions
Notes of Thanks
Newspaper Clippings
Personal Real Estate
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Local History Beginnings

Courses and Seminars
Tompkins County Files

Ithaca City Files

Local Brochures

Other Historical Items
Handwritten Notes on History

Box 2
Focus on Early Architecture

Historic Ithaca & Tompkins County Tours

Local Historic Houses

Area Churches

Downtown Buildings

Lists: Architectural Influences, Wm. H. Miller Buildings,
New York Covered Bridges

Newsprint Clippings, Local Structures

Handwritten Notes

Museum Director of DeWitt Historical Society, 1970-73

Organizing, Correspondence

Programs and Challenges

Mulholland Projects, from DHS Newsletters

Personal Interests: DHS Quilt Collection, Party Invitations
Mulholland Gifts to DeWitt Historical Society
Remembering William Heidt

DeWitt Events after 1973

Quilting and Quilt Appreciation
Shows and Talks, 1974-95
Flying Geese Study Group, 1980s

Quilting Projects
A Quilter’s Sketchbook
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Box 3
Preservation Projects

Radio Series, Downtown Preservation & Boardman House, 1971
Research Requests: 514 Edgewood Place, 317 N. Aurora St.
Properties in Path of Route13-96 Construction

Landmark Research, Ithaca Railroad Station and Enfield Mill
City and Town 1974-75 Clippings

Downtown Commons 1974-75 Clippings

Circle Greenway, a 1976 Bicentennial Project

Development and Doings, 1974-91
Correspondence

Trail Segments

Map of Walking Route

Planning and City Watershed Maps

Box 4
Six Mile Creek Wildflower Preserve

Conservation Proposal; Preliminary Wildflower Catalog, 1984
Concept Development

Study and Overseer Committees, 1983-95

Notes on Preservation Issues

Wildflower Lists and Sketches

Greenway Outgrowths

Events

Newsprint Clippings

City’s Natural Areas Commission, Ithaca Falls Park Proposed
Tompkins County Greenway Coalition

Beth’s Notebooks:
Cooperstown Courses, Birds, TV & Book Notes, Doodles
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Box 5
Gardening with Beth

Auraca Herbarists, 1968-70
Old Roses, Rose History

Rose Sources

Historical Rose Shows

Beth’s Rose Lists and Plantings
Wildflower Gardening

Plant Lists of Various Kinds
Landscape Sketches

Botany Course Notes
Plant-Related Clippings
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