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Juanita Breckenridge Bates
1860 - 1946

“The right of citizens o the united States to vote

shall not be denied or abridged by the united States
ql:‘ any State on account of sex.”

-Ningtggnth dmendment
of the U.$. Constitution
Ratified Hugust 26, 1920



we celebrate the rich history of the movement in Tompkling
County to obtain the vote for women and recognize the Local
wonmen and thelr allies who helped malee the drive for the
women's vote reality. These women deseribed themselves as
suffragists, people who believed tn peaceful, constitutional
campaign methods, although they were called by their
opponents many derogatory names, including suffragette.
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(n Tompking County, as throughout New York State and
across the nation, women fought to achieve the right to vote.
More thawn a half-century) of tireless advocacy brought
about ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution tn 1920, which gave women the
legal basis to exercise their right to vote. tt would be some
decadles before the vote was .?:& extended to all, and even
Longger for women to achteve full citizenship.
Mawny) people in Tompkins County actively supported the
suffrage movement, and were committed to winning the
vote for women. They formed advocacy organizations, held
community meetings, canvassed throughout the county
and across New York State, Linked with Prohibitionists and
Grange members, and organized and conducted two state
conventions of the New York State Woman Suffrage Asso-
clation that were held in tthaca in 1894 and 1911.
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Partnering with property owners, the Tompkins County
Historical Commission has erected building markers recog-
nizing eleven local tndividuals key in the drive for wom-
en's suffrage. These marteers are placed in public areas
related to these honorees—near where they Lived, where they
studlied or preached, or at a building named in their honor.

Juanita Breckenridoe Bates, 1860 - 1946
Breokenridge Place - 100-108 W. Sengon Street, [thaon

Rev. Juanita Breckenridge came to TompRing County in
1892 to serve as minister of the Brooktondalg Congrega-
tional Church. Shg marrigd Prederick Bates, Town of
Caroling Supgrvisor, and relocated to Ithaca wherg her
husband segrved for a term as magor. Their homg on
Horth Tioga Street served as a hub for women’s activi-
tigs. 11s a suffrage lgader, Juanita Breckenridge Bates
was active in the Political Study Club, City Federation of
Women’s Clubs, Ithaca Woman’s Club, and the New York
otatg Woman duffrage Wssociation. In 1920, she served
as the first president of the Tompkins County lgague of
Women Voters.
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Luoy Hawley Calking, 1864 - 1940

Begohtree Conter - 218 N. Albany Street, tthaoa
From a reform-minded family, lsuey Calking came to
[thaca in 1895, when her husband bgcame president of
the Ithaca Salt Compang, living at 310 H. dlbany Street
(now dgmolished.) dhe supported temperanee and
suffrage, becoming ong of the founding members and
president of the Political Study Club. Calkins hosted
meetings in her homg and spoke throughout the county.
ohg was a Negw York delggate at National Imerican
Woman Suffrage meetings in 1898, 1908, and 1913;
chaired the Tax Suffrage Standing Committee of the Hew
Jork Statg Woman duffrage {ssociation in 1913; led the
Tompkins County Woman Suffrage {dssociation, the
Board of Child Welfare, and the City Federation of
Women’s Clubs, and was the sgcond president of the
Tompkins County lsgagug of Women Voters, about
which she wrotg a short history.



Robert T Jones, clron 1850 - 1932
The First Baptist Churoh iw (thaos- -309 N. Cayugn Street, tthion

Rev. Robert T. Jongs served as pastor of the PeWitt Park
Baptist Chureh from 1880-1915, and weleomed the annual
convgntions of theg New York State Woman ouffrage
ddssociation in 1894 and 1911. Tlg delivered the invocation
at the 1894 convention and pragers at the 1911 megting,
bold actions in the facg of somg pastoral opposition. In
1894, as a megmber of the Tompkins County Political
equality lsgaguge, Rev. Jongs was among thosg ¢leeted to
carry the local petition that urged the ¢limination of the
word ‘malg’ from the New York State Constitution during
the constitutional convention.

Cyrus Heizer, 1849 - 1914
First Unitariaw Sooiety of tthaoa - 306 N. Aurora Street, (thaoa

Rev. Cyrus W. Heizer was Minister of the First Unitarian
Socigty of Ithaca from 1901 until his dgath in 1914. The
Unitarian docigty was the sitg of many suffrage meet-
ings, including the 1894 New York State Woman duffrage
{dssociation confergneg, and significant community
meetings thergafter. In 1912, Rev. tgizer preached a
serigs gntitled “lsgt Woman livg Out her Own life,” voie-~
ing impassiongd support for women’s gquality. “I do not
sge why we should talk of manhood suffrage or woman-
hood suffrage. It is human suffrage,” he said. “..Wom-
an’s cause is man’s; they risg and sink together.” lsgt her
makg herself her own, heg wrotg, “to give or keep, to live
and lgarn.” flis sgrmon was published in 1913 as a pam-
phlgt for the €qaal Suffrage Club.

Libbie Jayne Sweetland, 1869 - 1958
Pryden Village Hall - 16 South Street, Dryrlen

Running on the Pemocratic-Prohibition Party ticket,
lsibbig Jagng Sweetland, of the Village of Pryden, in 1899
was glegeted to sgrve on the €ducational Hdministrative
Board for the towns of Pryden, Groton, ansing and
Caroling, bgating a malg candidateg running on the
Republican ticket. Republicans swept all other glgctions
in Tompkins County that year, and her defeated oppo-

. ngnt wrotg to complain that Rgpublicans had not voted

their ticket, but boltgd for a woman.

Helew Brewster Owens, 1881 - 1968
The First Congregational Churoh of (thaoa
309-Highland Road, tthaca

Paughter of a Ransas suffrage pionger, tiglen Brewster
marrigd Frederick Owens. The couple moved to Ithaca
when he was hirgd as a math profgssor at Corngll. tiglgn
pursued graduate studigs, receiving a Ph® in mathgmat-
ics in 1910. dhe lived at 110 Westbourng lsang. While
teaching mathgmatics at Corngll and Wells Collgge and
raising two daughters, sheg sgrved as chair of the Reso-
lutions Committge of the New York State Woman Suf-
frage fIssociation (1910); offieer of the Political Study
Club (1910-1916), and organized the Collgge €qual Suf-
frage lsgagug at Corngll in 1911, &he was the first presi-
dent of the Tompkins County Suffrage ssociation when
it was formed in 1913. Owegns campaigned for suffrage in
Ransas and New Jork, and was hirgd as organizer and
chair for the €mpire Statg Campaign Committee’s Sixth
Pistrict.



Cari¢ . Bouton 1853 - 1917
The Clinton House - 306 N. Cayuga Street, thaoa

Carrig €. Richardson movegd with her pargnts from Hew
Hampshire to the Town of Caroling and later taught at
Ithaca’s Cegntral chool. In 1882 she marrigd PeWitt
Bouton, a lawger and ngwspaper owngr. They lived at
413 N. Caguga Street. s Mrs. Carrig Bouton, she
headed the 1894 TompRins County Political €quality
lsgagug and the Tompkins County Temperaneg Socigty,

and that gear attended a meeting in Ithaca with Susan 8.

dnthony, €lizabeth Cady Stanton and other state suf-
frage lgaders in pregparation for sgnding a petition fo
the New York State Constitutional Convention that =
would remove the word ‘malg’ from the statg constitu-
tion. That attempt failed. dheg was committed to social
reform, in 1899 Igading a campaign against “houses of
ill famg” in Ithaca, calling for an gnd of the practice of
shiglding men’s identitics whilg jailing women for the
crime of prostitution.

The Clinton House also plaged a significant
rolg in the local Women’s Suffrage move-~
mgnt, sgrving in 1894 as hgadquarters of

the 26th annual convention of the New York
Statg Woman Suffrage dssociation. (The

annual convention of the NUsWe
returngd to Ithaca in 1911.)

B Bl = )

AL Comell University
Jawes Oliver, 1829 - 1895

Profegssor and chair of theg Corngll mathegmatics
degpartment from 1871 until his death in 1895, James
Oliver supgrvised five of the dgpartment’s first six
graduatg studgnts in math, threg of them women.
Hetive in rgform activitics and passionatg about ¢thi-
cal issugs, hg was a mgmber of the garly 1870s Libgral
lsgagug and Radical {Issociation, and of thg TompRins
County Political €quality legague. He participated in
the 1894 local petition drive to strikeg thg word ‘malg’
from the New York State Constitution. {t the 1894
convegntion of the New York statg Woman’s duffrage
fssociation in Ithaca, hg delivered rgmarks in support
of granting womgn the right to votg, beforg introducing
speaker dusan B. {Inthongy.

Nathaniel Schwddt , 1862 - 1939

Invited by Corngll President Jacob Gould Schurman to
creatg a Pepartment of demitic banguages and litgra-
turg at Corngll, Profgssor Nathanigl dchmidt and his
wifg €llgn, both dwedes, were active and gnthusiastic
supporters of womgn's suffrageg. Profgssor dchmidt was
a chartegr mgmber and vieg pregsidegnt of the statg Men’s
lgaguge for Woman Suffrage. tlg participated in the 1913
suffrage campaign, testifying before the U.8. Congress;
and was a major spgaker at a 1914 confergnce, and in
1915 at the Corngll Confergneg on Integrnational Rela-
tions, an gvent focusegd on hopg for pgacg in €urope but
with suffrage overtongs. dchmidt frequently attgnded
suffrage meetings, introducing speakers, speaking, and
writing articlgs for the local ngwspapers and other pub-
lications.



Hariek May Mills, 1857 - 1935
Isabel, Howland, 1859 - 1942

€ducated at Corngll University, Harrigt Mayg Mills (Class of
1879) and Isabel Howland (Class of 1881), both from activist
reform familigs, bgecamg pivotal Igaders of the statewide
women’s suffrage movement. Both Mills and Howland
served as segergtarigs of the New York State Woman’s Suf-
jrage fIssociation and then as presidents. Theyg brought the
NUsWa conventions to Ithaca in 1894 and 1911, and Mills
served as the association’s president at the 1911 convention.
Mills and Howland were key figures in organizing and carry-
ing out the 1894 petition drive to amend the New Jork State
Constitution by eliminating the word ‘malg’. Following cul-
mination of that hard-fought but unsucegssful campaign,
Susan B. {Inthony praised and eredited Mills and Howland
as thg negxt ggnegration who would “pull us to the promised
land.”

Mills ran for Ngw Jork sgergtary of statg in 1920 with unsuc-
cessful gubernatorial candidate {1l Smith. d building is
namgd in her honor at the New York State Fair, and her
housg in Syracuse (now a halfway housg) has a New York
otatg historical marker. “Opgndore,” Isabgl Howland’s home
in dhegrwood, NU, is now part of the Hlowland dtong Storg
Museum and listed on the National Register of tlistorie
Placgs.
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